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uHe is not merely eloquent, but he is the expounder of
problems, and applies theory and generic theses to practice
and concrete cases, analysing coldly the postulates of military
science from the point of view of armaments, and studying
warmly anything which has to do with the soldier, his morale
and his spirit.
"Since he has such a keen mind concerning military
manoeuvres, it is easily explained why I would like to have
near me a critic so singularly capable as an adviser. And I do
not know, nor do I care, if I was unfaithful to the protocol by
inviting Franco to accompany me to the military manoeuvres
in the mountains of Leon.
"At their conclusion, again back in Madrid, in the early
days of October, the general, before leaving, asked for per-
mission to go to Oviedo on special business. I granted his
request gladly, but by chance he was not in Oviedo at the
time of the recent developments.
"On learning of these and having to suspend his projected
trip, I ordered him to remain to assist me. For apart from
his counsel in military matters, due to the fact that he had
resided for a long time in Asturias and had family interests
there, he knew well not only the wealth and mineral resources
but also the coast and all the lines of communication in the
region.
"Some persons must have been surprised and must have
hidden their displeasure when I decided to retain at my
side an adviser who was outside the official staff of the
Ministry. But a minister has always the right and the duty
to seek freely his adviser, helper, and companion. In trying
moments, when the staff of the Ministry worked under
great pressure, it was also perfectly explainable that a min-
ister should surround himself with all those elements which
he believed necessary to solve with success and rapidity a
grave upsetting of the public order demanding a very com-